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charging infrastructure—the single largest fed-
eral investment of its kind in history. These in-
vestments are necessary, because 43 percent
of public roadways are in poor condition, 40
percent of the 600,000 bridges in the United
States are at least 50 years old, and more
than one-third of all bridges need repairs. In
addition, the IlJA includes over $16 billion for
waterway and coastal projects, including $2.25
billion for the Port Infrastructure Development
Program (PIDP), which supports investments
in projects to upgrade and modernize ports.
Coastal communities like mine in Oregon un-
derstand how important these investments are
to maintain and expand ports as hubs for
commerce, employment, and transportation.

Widespread and dependable public transit
systems are necessary to create more equi-
table communities and reduce carbon emis-
sions. Public transportation provides commu-
nities with affordable commuting options that
facilitate access to employment, school and
daycare, vital health care services, and more.
The Department of Transportation reports that
nearly half of the total carbon footprint of the
typical American family with two cars comes
from car transportation. The I[IJA provides
more than $39 billion to support public transit,
which will help reduce congestion and carbon
emissions. This investment is estimated to
support repairs for more than 24,000 buses,
5,000 rail cars, and thousands of miles of
tracks, all of which will help connect commu-
nities and support emissions reductions. The
bill also includes $5 billion for low- and zero-
emission buses—including school buses—
which will help cut emissions that hurt vulner-
able communities and students.

Climate change is increasing the intensity
and frequency of severe weather events like
the fires, heatwaves, and droughts that the
Pacific Northwest has experienced over the
last year. We must improve our nation’s infra-
structure to withstand and protect people and
property from these extreme weather events.
The IIJA includes $65 billion for power and
grid infrastructure resilience and expansion.
This includes funding to support efforts to
harden the electric grid against disruptive
weather events, as well as funding to promote
innovative demonstration projects that will im-
prove grid resilience. The legislation also pro-
vides more than $3 billion for wildfire risk re-
duction efforts, including funding for firefighting
resources, and $3 billion for the U.S. Forest
Service to implement ecosystem restoration
projects that can help minimize the spread of
wildfires.

Though broadband access has steadily in-
clined for the overall population, Americans
who are non-white, less educated, lower in-
come, and residents of rural communities dis-
proportionately have limited broadband ac-
cess. The 19 million Americans that lack ac-
cess to consistent, quality broadband, may
have greater difficulty realizing certain employ-
ment, educational, and social opportunities. To
help remedy this disparity, the IlJA invests $65
billion for broadband investment, including
funding for state grants, additional support for
rural communities and Tribes, and support to
accelerate broadband uptake through digital
literacy training.

By making crucial investments in our na-
tion’s infrastructure, this bill will create new,
good-paying jobs and will help support our na-
tion through the recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic. It represents a significant commit-
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ment toward a more connected and resilient

nation, and | applaud the House and Senate

for passage of this historic legislation.
——
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 5, 2021

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the 50th Anniversary of Corner-
stones.

Established in 1970 to address the need for
affordable housing, Cornerstones has grown
to become a significant human services pro-
vider and advocate for those struggling to
make ends meet in Northern Virginia. Over the
years, Cornerstones’ scope of programs and
number of clients has continued to grow. Cor-
nerstones has expanded to cover most of
northwestern Fairfax County and has been
able to help more than 16,000 neighbors each
year who need housing, childcare, food, or fi-
nancial assistance.

Cornerstones promotes self-sufficiency by
providing support and advocacy for those in
need of food, shelter, affordable housing, qual-
ity childcare, and other human services. The
wrap-around services- provided by Corner-
stones not only addresses the immediate
needs of their clients, but also help provide
the support needed for individuals and families
to break the cycle of poverty or homelessness
and begin their journey to independence and
self-sufficiency. Cornerstones continues to en-
vision a community that values all people and
shares resources and services to empower
those in need.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Cor-
nerstones has continued to provide vital serv-
ices and programs to the most vulnerable in
our community that have been hit hard by
COVID-19. With adjustments to in-person
services to engage people safely, and a new
focus on virtual programs, Cornerstones has
been able to continue making a positive im-
pact.

There were drastic increases in the number
of individuals and families seeking assistance
from the Cornerstones’ Food Pantry, as well
as their other services such as their youth pro-
grams, community and neighborhood re-
sources, and housing counseling programs.
Cornerstones was able to rise to the challenge
and meet the demand with their dedicated
staff and volunteers.

Cornerstones emphasizes the importance of
stability, empowerment, and hope through
their work in Fairfax County. Their commit-
ment and resilience throughout the past 50
years, and especially throughout the pan-
demic, serves as a beacon of inspiration for
our county as we continue to work to address
the systemic inequities and barriers that exist
for so many.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Cornerstones for their
50th anniversary, and | sincerely thank their
employees and volunteers who give their time
and energy on behalf of our community. Their
efforts provide immeasurable benefits to their
fellow neighbors and serve as a reminder of
why Fairfax County remains such a great
place to live, work, and raise a family.
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, today | cast my vote in support of
this once-in-a-generation bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill. While the bill does not contain as
many resources as | feel are needed nor is it
as robust as initially envisioned, the legislation
makes a momentous investment in infrastruc-
ture that Chicago and our nation desperately
need.

Chicago needs the largest federal invest-
ment in public transit ever.

Chicago needs the largest investment in
passenger rail since the creation of Amtrak.

Chicago needs to improve its bridges, high-
ways, and schools.

Our neighborhoods need clean drinking
water, our lead pipes need replacing, and our
wastewater infrastructure requires substantial
improvements. Parents should know that the
water they’re kids are drinking is safe from
lead leaching out of old pipes or contaminated
brownfields.

Chicago needs the good paying jobs—union
jobs—with an expected 2 million jobs per year
with critical labor protections, buy America
provisions to support manufacturing here at
home, and jobs in the growing clean energy
industry.

Chicago needs the historic investment in
highspeed internet to every American house-
hold to erase the digital divide and improve
equity in technology access. Students, work-
ers, and seniors on the West Side of Chicago
shouldn’t be locked out of education, applying
for jobs, and accessing services by limited
internet.

Chicago needs the cleaner environment that
comes with electric buses and renewable en-
ergy. African American children experience
higher rates of asthma, and diesel air pollution
hurt our communities.

This legislation advances economic and
public health opportunities for people of color.
The effects of decades of disinvestment have
fallen hardest on communities of color.
Through substantial investments in good-pay-
ing jobs, affordable high-speed internet, public
transportation, safe drinking water, and
modem bridges and roads, this bill works to
improve racial and economic equity.

| wholeheartedly support the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act because doing so
guarantees tens of millions of dollars and
thousands of jobs for lllinois, helping revitalize
my community and communities across the
country.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF MERRIFIELD FOR
THEIR 150TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 5, 2021

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the First Baptist Church of Merrifield
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(FBCM) on the occasion of the 150th anniver-
sary of its sanctuary.

First Baptist Church of Merrifield was started
in a log cabin between 1871-1872. FBCM had
then branched out and began worshipping on
property owned by Mr. Robert Bradley of
Merrifield. In 1891, the property was pur-
chased from him by church Trustees: John E.
Coates, Joshua Ball, and Joshua Pearson for
the sum of five dollars. And quickly, FBCM
was a church formed from strong community
family ties.

First Baptist Church of Merrifield was unable
to adequately celebrate their 150th “Sesqui-
centennial” Homecoming Anniversary in 2020
due to the challenges of COVID-19. This
year’s celebration is significant as the spirit of
last year is incorporated with the excitement of
reaching 151 years. First Baptist Church of
Merrifield remains a vital part of the commu-
nity today partnering with their neighbors both
before and during COYID-19. They hosted the
Greater Merrifield Business Association An-
nual Fall Festival in 2018, and virtual Sunday
Services and Bible Studies continued to be
held each week. They also organized First
Baptist Church of Merrifield Community Fes-
tivals held in 2018 and 2019, that included
free food giveaways, gift card give-away, sem-
inars on anxiety and grief, free tutoring, and
mentorship sessions with local schools within
the community (Luther Jackson Middle School,
Timber Lane Elementary School, Annandale
High School) as well as other outreach efforts.

In 151 years, there have been 13 pastors
and 2 interim pastors. Each one contributing
to the growth of FBCM in their own way. A
few of those contributions include: the estab-
lishment of the Golden Ages Senior Saints
Ministry, the Merrifield Child Development
Center, the Recovery of the Historic Bell, cre-
ation of a youth mentoring program with Lu-
ther Jackson Middle School, tutoring outreach
with Luther Jackson Middle School, Timber
Lane Elementary School, and Annandale High
School, and much more. FBCM truly leads by
both faith and example in our community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending First Baptist Church of
Merrifield for its efforts to better the Northern
Virginia region and in congratulating them on
the occasion of this anniversary. It is a privi-
lege to work alongside this great congregation
in the community, and | wish them continued
success through faith, family, and service.

——

HONORING THE b&0TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MERCED COLLEGE’S
LOS BANOS CAMPUS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 5, 2021

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Merced College’s Los Banos Campus
on its 50th anniversary. This phenomenal edu-
cational institution has been providing the stu-
dents of Los Banos and the Central Valley
with a high-quality educational institution for
50 years.

In 1971, Merced College President Lowell
Barker alongside founding Dean Ted McVey
decided to begin providing full-time education
services to student in a rented facility. From
there, the campus eventually moved to a plot
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of 10 acres of land donated by resident Rich-
ard Menezes in 1982.

They began the process of setting up their
new permanent campus after a land donation
from Larry and Georgeann Anderson in 2002.
Finally, in 2007, the current Los Banos Cam-
pus opened its doors for its students, and has
continued to provide a wide range of courses
to assist students in their path towards a de-
gree or transfer.

The Los Banos Campus also provides a
great selection of career technical education
courses that, in as little as six months, can
prepare students to enter directly into the
workforce. In addition to this, the campus con-
tinues to expand its use and implementation of
various technological resources for its stu-
dents to ensure they are set up for success.

For the students of Los Banos, this edu-
cational institution serves a vital role in pro-
viding robust opportunities, while ensuring that
these individuals can have access to these ex-
periences right in their own hometown, thus
reducing significant barriers to their success.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Merced College’s Los Banos
Campus on its 50th anniversary. Its service
and contributions to the State of California and
the San Joaquin Valley will always be cele-
brated.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE RECIPIENTS OF
THE GLOBAL ORGANIZATION OF
PEOPLE OF INDIAN ORIGIN
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 5, 2021

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Global Organization of People
of Indian Origin (GOPIO) and to congratulate
the recipients of its Annual Awards of Excel-
lence. Founded in 1989, the mission of
GOPIO is battling human rights violations
committed against persons of Indian origin.
Today, while that mission continues, GOPIO
has also broadened its mission to include
bringing together persons of Indian origin for
the benefit of not only themselves and their In-
dian homeland, but also the communities in
which they currently reside.

Indian-Americans have made countless con-
tributions to the United States in the fields of
business, education, medicine, science, tech-
nology, and public service while preserving
and sharing their culture in a manner that pro-
motes tolerance and mutual understanding.

Many of our awardees have been at the
forefront of those efforts. It is my honor to in-
clude in the RECORD the names of the fol-
lowing individuals:

Dr. V.K. Raju—Medicine

Dr. Vikram Raya—Entrepreneurship

Dr. Korok Ray—Innovation & Research

Dr. Ram Gupta—Education

Professor Indrajit S. Saluja—Journalism

Nilima Mehra—Media Journalism

Vinita Tiwari—Arts & Culture Poet, Singer &
Dancer

Janetha R. Kancharla—Philanthropy & Ad-
vocacy

Northern Virginia, which | am proud to rep-
resent in Congress, is blessed by its diversity.
We are home to more than 40,000 people of
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Indian descent as well as Indian-American
owned small businesses. This diversity en-
riches our entire community and contributes to
our region being considered one of the best
places in the country in which to live, work,
raise a family, and start a business.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating all of the recipients of the
GOPIO Awards of Excellence on their accom-
plishments. | commend them for their service
to their communities and to our Nation, and |
wish them success in all their future endeav-
ors.

PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 5, 2021

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
thank Speaker PELOSI, Leader HOYER, Whip
CLYBURN, Chairman NADLER, and all my distin-
guished colleagues for their work to ensure
the House passed legislation to protect voting
rights. It is time for the Senate to do the same.

We have seen an uptick in voter suppres-
sion efforts across our nation to undercut the
representation of communities of color, specifi-
cally African Americans. With historic levels of
voter turnout in recent elections, our Repub-
lican colleagues have interpreted this in-
creased participation in civic life as a threat
and campaigned to disenfranchise Black vot-
ers under the guise of protecting against
“voter fraud.”

Sadly, voter suppression efforts are not new
to African American communities. | remember
growing up in El Paso, Texas when the poll
tax was still being collected. We have endured
decades of abuse by political parties and elec-
tion officials seeking to deny us our constitu-
tional right to vote. Therefore, it is urgent that
the Senate pass The John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act. This critical legisla-
tion would restore Section 5 and Section 2 of
the Voting Rights Act, which prohibits racially
discriminatory changes to the voting process
and restrictions to the right to vote.

Lastly, I'd just like to say that the world is
watching us. As Chair of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-
ations and having served as an election ob-
server in other countries, | know the impor-
tance of a free and fair election and how it
strengthens a democracy. Across the country
we are witnessing a coordinated assault on
the integrity of our electoral process. We need
to live up to our own ideals to stand as an ex-
ample for other countries to follow.

The Senate must pass the John Lewis Vot-
ing Rights Advancement Act. It will strengthen
our democracy and give us the tools to fight
voter suppression.

———
RECOGNIZING THE RECIPIENTS OF

THE 10TH ANNUAL ARTSFAIRFAX
AWARDS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, November 5, 2021

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize ArtsFairfax and the recipients of the
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